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No one expected General Motors to have the courage to create a small,

mid-engined sports car, particularly one using such a revolutionary form
of construction. Surprisingly, and against the odds, it did.

driven the better it feels. It flows through any combination
of twisty bends and curves, and because
of its mid-engine layout it doesn’t get
unbalanced. The V6 provides sufficient
power to offer exhilarating

get up and go for those looking for

a reasonably priced performance car.”

Like most U.S. cars of the period, Fieros are
often loaded with options, including cruise
control and power windows and mirrors.

Vehicle manufactured
by General Motors,
Detroit, Michigan

“..doesn’t get unbalanced.”

“To begin with the Fiero equals the engine’s crispness and instant steering
response of the car that was its main rival, the Toyota MR2. The faster it is
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Fiero was a bold concept that deserved to succeed. Although
initially developed as a commuter car, the Fiero became a sporty,
mid-engined two-seater.

SMC body

The roof, hood, deck lid and upper quarter
panels are made from a composite material
known as SMC (Sheet Molding Compound).
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Five-speed transmission Strut rear suspension

Enthusiasts had been crying out for a five-speed Like the front suspension, the rear is taken

transmission since the Fiero was launched. Their from another GM car. It is effectively the

prayers were answered when it became an front suspension used in the compact

option mid-way through 1986. X-body cars but mounted at the back. |
V6 engine ; \

The Fiero’s 135 bhp and 170 Ib-ft of torque is enough to give
proper sports car performance. The weight of the all-iron engine
does not matter as it is mounted in the middle of the car.
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TRANSMISSION
BODY/CHASSIS
SPECIAL FEATURES

tunnel in the center of the cabin actually contains

What appears to be a conventional transmission
the fuel tank.

Central fuel tank
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Steel structure

skin the Fiero is conventional with a pressed-steel
structure. This is formed from no fewer than 280
pieces of stamped steel welded together. The
spaceframe can also be driven without the body.

Despite its composite body construction, under the




VALUE GUIDE

ORIGINAL PRICE

1988 Formula $10,999

CURRENT VALUE

$3,000-$12,000

PRODUCTION TOTAL

373,303

Cast-iron block
and heads

on blc head. The other is

-liter, 60-degree GM corporate

V6. This basic powerplant first saw

duty in the front-engined, front-drive

X-body cars. In late Fieros, such as
the 1988 Formula and GT, it produces

a respectable 135 bhp.

112 mph 11.1 sec.

130 mph 9.2 sec.

120 mph

Less is more

Although the GT is the
most talked about, the V6
was also available in the
mid-level S/E and Formula
models. Formulas were
only built for 1988 and
retain the same engine
chassis tuning and
suspension as GTs but are
slightly faster and cheaper.
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